Introduction to Prakrit
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WHAT’S IN A NAME?

# Prakrit, Prakrits, Middle Indic, Middle Indo-Aryan, etc.
# Let’s start with Middle Indic and Middle Indo-Aryan.

# These term Indic names a language family, i.e., a
group of languages that are related to each other by
their shared evolution from a common ancestor.
Other examples of language families include:

% Indo-European (including many sub-families, such as...)
2 Romance (including French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Romanian, etc.)

@ ltalian (including Roman, Tuscan, Sicilian, etc.)
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THE INDIC FAMILY

# Indiclanguages are essentially Sanskrit and all of the
languages that descend from it.

& (Infact Sanskrit as we know it is not really the ancestor of all
of the Indic languages, but it’s a useful approximation.)
# (Infact Sanskrit as we know it is not really the
ancestor of all of the Indic languages, but it’s a useful
approximation.)
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Proto-Indo-European
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*astau “Proto-Indic”

-~ Vedic Sanskrit
astau
Classical Sanskrit

asta “Old Indic”

/

Pali, Prakrit, Ardhamagadhi, etc.

attha “Middle Indic”
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Hindi, Bengali, Marathi, etc. .
3th “New Indic”



THE INDIC FAMILY

# Some scholars prefer the term Indo-Aryan. | don't.
But it means exactly the same thing as Indic.



HERMANN JACOBI

Ausgewidhlte Erzdhlungen in Mdhdrashtri, 1886:

§ 1. Die indische Sprache hat drer Entwicklungsstufen durchlaufen :

1) Altindisch oder Sanskrit, vorliegend in drer Varietilen
als vedisches, episches und classisches Sanskrit;

2) Mittelindisch oder Prakrit, bekannt in vielen zeitlich und
ortlich unterschiedenen Dialekten teils durch Denkmiiler der Iatteratur,
teils durch Inschriften und Miinzen;

3) Neuindisch oder BhiAshi, etwa neun Sprachen mit vielen

Dialekten umfassend.



PRAKRIT AND MIDDLE INDIC

# FollowingJacobi, who was to some extent following
Indian sources, many scholars consider “Prakrit” to be
synonymic with “Middle Indic,” and hence refer to a
family of related languages, including:

2 The language of the Theravada Buddhists, which they called
Magadhi but which, thanks to an old misunderstanding,
was generally known as Pali in Europe;

& The language of the old Svétambara Jain texts, which Jains
called Ardhamagadhi;

2 The language of early inscriptions in India, which didn't (as
far as we know) have a name.



PRAKRIT AND MIDDLE INDIC

# FollowingJacobi, who was to some extent following
Indian sources, many scholars consider “Prakrit” to be
synonymic with “Middle Indic,” and hence refer to a

family of related languages, including:

% Lots of languages that were actually called “Prakrit” by
ancient sources, but which Jacobi then had to distinguish

(both from each other and from the general category of
Middle Indic languages), including:

¥ Maharastri Prakrit

¥ Jain Maharastri (Prakrit)

¥ Archaic)ain Maharastri (Prakrit)
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# FollowingJacobi, who was to some extent following
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family of related languages, including:
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BUT WHAT DOES PRAKRIT MEAN?

# Butwhatdoes the word “Prakrit” actually meanin the
texts that use the word?

prakrta- VS. samskKria-
“natural, everyday:, “artificial, special,
normal, unrefined worked up, refined”

& Prakrit notionally means “everyday language” in contrast to
the refined, grammatically-articulated, special language,

i.e., Sanskrit.

2 This contrastis noted in a lot of early texts (Kamasiitra,
Natyasastra, Vudda-Kappa-bhasa, etc.).



BUT WHAT DOES PRAKRIT MEAN?

# And what does the word “Prakrit” actually refertoin
those texts?

£ Aparticular literary language, in which literary texts such as
the Gahasattasai, the Tarangavai, and the Ravanavaha were
composed.

#  |tseems that the languages other than Sanskrit used in
stage plays were called by a variety of regional names
(Saurasent, Magadhi, Avanti, etc.), but they were at some
point considered to be forms of Prakrit.



PRAKRIT VS. MIDDLE INDIC

# That’s why | used “Prakrit” to refer to a specific literary
language that other scholars call “Maharastri” or “Maharastri
Prakrit” (following Jacobi, often without knowing it).

# Thisis also the language that grammarians describe, usually
under the category of “Prakrit” (and occasionally under the
category of “Maharastr”).

# | donotuse the term “Prakrit” to refer to any arbitrary Middle
Indic language, such as Pali, or Epigraphic Middle Indic, or
Ardhamagadhi, or Gandhari, or Apabhramsha.



VARIETIES OF PRAKRIT

# Even when defined narrowly in this way, “Prakrit” still has a
pretty broad range of styles and forms, and it's sometimes
useful to characterize it further:

&
&
&

Archaic Prakrit (Tarangavai, Vasudevahindi)

Classical Prakrit (Sattasai, Ravanavaha)

Digam bafa Prakrit (Satkhandagama, Kasayaprabhyta)
(=“Jain Saurasent”)

Svétambara Exegetical Prakrit (Niryuktis and Bhasyas)

Informal Prakrit (Haramekhala)



THE PRAKRIT LEXICON

Prakrit grammarians divided up the Prakrit lexicon into three
major categories:

#  tatsama-: lexemes that, apart from their endings, were identical to
the corresponding Sanskrit form.

Sanskrit Meaning Prakrit
hari- Visnu = hari-
hara- Siva =  hara-
kamala- Laksmi =  kamala-

We can think of these as forms to which the distinctive rules of
Prakrit phonology applied vacuously.



THE PRAKRIT LEXICON

Prakrit grammarians divided up the Prakrit lexicon into three
major categories:

# tadbhava-: lexemes that differ from their corresponding Sanskrit
forms by the application of phonological rules of transformation.

Sanskrit Meaning Prakrit
mahindra- King ~ mahinda-
saindhava- salt ~ Sindhava-
badhira- deaf ~ bahira-

These can usually be recognized as the corresponding Sanskrit forms,
although some knowledge of the transformational rules is often necessary.



THE PRAKRIT LEXICON

Prakrit grammarians divided up the Prakrit lexicon into three
major categories:

#  desi-: lexemes that have no corresponding Sanskrit form.

Prakrit Meaning Sanskrit
bokkana- crow # kaka-
kankelli- Asoka tree # asoka-
ciriddhihilla- curds = dadhi-
sittha- bowstring = Jya-

These have to be looked up in lexicons. Several such lexicons (desi-Sastras)
were compiled in premodern India.



PRAKRIT AMONGITS SIBLINGS

# Prakritis a Middle Indiclanguage, and shares a lot of its
phonology and morphology with other Middle Indic
languages.



One example (from the Paricaratra)

Sanskrit -~ . - o o
SEERIECAE NG HEIEE avanatavitapo nadipalasah
EEEERIGIRRER R pavanavasac calitaikaparnahastah
CEEEEIERENIIERITIE: davadahanavipannajivitanam

[N NN . . _ - - -
SECIEEREE I REEIEEIDIR WL udakam ivaisa karoti padapanam



One example (from the Paricaratra)

Sanskrit

ATl TRIRR: avanatavitapo nadipalasah
EEEERIGIRRER R pavanavasac calitaikaparnahastah
CEEEEIERENIIERITIE: davadahanavipannajivitanam
[ e . . _ . _ _ _
SECIEEREE I REEIEEIDIR WL udakam ivaisa karoti padapanam

The palash tree by the river, its boughs bent low,
with a single leaf-hand shaking in the wind,
appears to offer a libation to the trees

that lost their lives in the forest fire.



One example (from the Paricaratra)

Sanskrit ~ % __a o oo,
SEERIE IR HEEIEE avanatavitapo nadipalasah
o DN C ; = . .
TITRMES R IR E: | pavanavasac calitaikaparnahastah
LI ELESIIERIR IR davadahanavipannajivitanam
[N N . . - - - =
IERHAY HUTd IreUEH udakam ivaisa karoti padapanam
Pali (made up by me)
AFAATECHT A]MATH avanatavitapd nadipalaso
Q99 A dR YU | pavanavasa calitékapannahattho
qwa#ﬁwﬁ]ﬁm% davadahanavipannajivitanam

o

3H AT FHUT qrear udakam ivésa karoti padapanam




One example (from the Paricaratra)

Sanskrit ~ % __a o oo,
SEERIE IR HEEIEE avanatavitapo nadipalasah
SEEERIEIRRER R il pavanavasac calitaikaparnahastah
GG davadahanavipannajivitanam
[ e . . _ . _ - _
IERHAY HUTd IreUEH udakam ivaisa karoti padapanam

Ardhamagadhi (made up by me)

MERRIECERNEIREIN avanatavitapé nadipalasé
qq9dl A& dhIUITEH | pavanavasa calitekapannahatthe
CEEE I ERE NI ERIE davadahanavipannajivitanam

REUIEEL E TURRCIELIG) udagam ivésa karoti padapanarn



One example (from the Paricaratra)

Sanskrit -~ . a L o,
SEERIE IR HEEIEE avanatavitapo nadipalasah
SEEERIEIRRER R il pavanavasac calitaikaparnahastah
GG davadahanavipannajivitanam
[N NN . . -y - - =
IERHAY HUTd IreUEH udakam ivaisa karoti padapanam
Gandhari (made up by me)
avanadavidavo nadipalaso avanabavidave nadipalases
pavanavasa calidekapannahatho pavanavasa cali9ékapannahaitha
davadahanavivannajividana davadahanavivannajivibans

udagam ivésa karodi padavana udayam ivésa karooi padavans



One example (from the Paricaratra)

Sanskrit o~ _ .« o o =4
SEERIE IR HEEIEE avanatavitapo nadipalasah
qaaRE S dHIUEEd: | pavanavasac calitaikaparnahastah
GG davadahanavipannajivitanam
ITHHAY FHUMT TS | udakam ivaisa karoti padapanam

Prakrit (from Svayambhu'’s Meters)

SAUIATTS ST Ul avanaavidavo naipalaso
Ul YUTIeauoTECe | pavanavasa dhuniekkapannahattho
CHAYIEC ISR davadahanavipannajivianam

o ‘\

AfsSHag gug qreyam || salilam ivésa daéi paavanam




THE HISTORY OF PRAKRIT

# |f Prakrit means “mispronounced Sanskrit,” it is coeval with
Sanskrit, and in fact people have written about “Prakrit words
in the Rigveda” and so on.

# But Prakrit came to be used, and named, as a literary language
around the same time as Sanskrit, perhaps slightly later. The
earliest mentions of it, and earliest uses of it that we know of,
date from the time of the Satavahanas in the Deccan (1% c. BCE

to3™c. CE).



THE FIRST PHASE OF PRAKRIT LITERATURE

# |nthis “first phase,” we have a few major innovations:

2 \ersified commentaries (niryuktis) on the canonical texts of
the Svetambara Jains, attributed to Bhadrabahu, and

probably dated to the 1t or 2™ c. CE.

% Story literature, including the Tarangavai of the Jain monk
Palitta, probably 1t or 2™ c. CE.

¥  The same author wrote a work of astronomy in Prakrit.

£ Lyric poetry, including the famous anthology Gahasattasai,

compiled by “Hala” who was allegedly a Satavahana king (1*
C. BCE to 3" c. CE).



THE FIRST PHASE OF PRAKRIT LITERATURE

# |nthis “first phase,” we have a few major innovations:

£ Afew DigambaraJlain works, written in a slightly different
(and more conservative) form of Prakrit, such as the
Kasayapahuda and the Chakkhandagama.



THE SECOND PHASE OF PRAKRIT LITERATURE

# Around the 4" and 5t centuries, some new genres emerged:

&

&

More extensive commentaries on the Svétambara canon
and their niryuktis, called bhasyas.

The development of narrative prose by Jain authors,
especially Sanghadasa’s Vasudevahind.

Courtly epics, associated especially with the court of the
Vakatakas in the Deccan, similar to Sanskrit mahakavya
(Harivijaya and Ravanavadha).

TheJain Ramayana (Vimala’s Patimacariya).

The use of Prakrit (and various forms thereof) in stage-
plays, for example by Kalidasa.



Happy studying!
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