Introduction to Prakrit
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Lesson 13: The Imperative and Optative
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THE IMPERATIVE

# Formed from the present stem, but with special endings:

£ When the stem vowel is short, su (or zero) is used in the
second person singular.

singular plural
first person
IAHIET:
second person
— kuna, kunasu kunaha
third person .
kunat kunantu
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THE IMPERATIVE

# Formed from the present stem, but with special endings:

£ When the stem vowel is long, hi tends to be used in the
second person singular.

singular plural
first person
SAHIEY:
second person —q o -
. . kaheéhi kaheha
third person -
kahéu kahentu
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THE IMPERATIVE

# Formed from the present stem, but with special endings:

£ When the stem vowel is long, hi tends to be used in the
second person singular.

singular plural
first person
SAAYEY:
second person o -
. . hohi hoha
third person _
hou hontu
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THE OPTATIVE

# The optative of all persons was originally formed by
adding the suffix -ejja- to the stem.

singular plural
first person .- .o .- .o —
T J‘&I}CJJ ad Jal‘.lel] d
second person .— oo .- 00—
TAHE: J aI.ICJJ ad J aI)CJJ ad
third person .o .o .- o
J aneJJ ad J anCJJ d
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THE OPTATIVE

# Butitis more common forthe final vowel to be

shortened:
singular plural

first person .- .o o= .o
T jancjja jancjja

second person .— .o o 00
TAHE: JaI}CJJa Janejja

third person ._ e o= oo
jancjja jancjja

TAHTET:



THE OPTATIVE

# Anditis even more common for a personal ending to be
secondarily added outside of the third person:

£ si,su,and hi are all found in the second person singular.
£ haisfoundinthe second person plural.

singular plural
first person .- o e o= co— -
sgew:  J4H€]jami janejjamo
second person  ,_ .. . ._ .. e e q . e ee
a5 . Janejj asl1, Janejj asu, JaI}CJJ ah1 JaI}eJJ aha
third person . .o o= oo
Janejj a JaneJJ a
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THE OPTATIVE

# Anditis even more common for a personal ending to be
secondarily added outside of the third person:

£ Orusingainstead of a:

singular plural
first person .- o e o= co— -
sgew:  J4H€]jami janejjamo
second person  ,_  .._ . ._ ... e ee—q e e een
a5 . Janejj asl1, Janejj asu, JaI}CJJ ah1 JaI}eJJ aha
third person .— .e— o= 00 =
Janejj a JaneJJ a

THIE:



Happy studying!
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