
The Desiderative
Introduction.

Common Roots.By 3.1.7, the suffix saN is optionally added to a root if the agent desires 
to be the agent of the action expressed by that root:

कररर्तुममिच्छतर

Reduplication. The reduplicated syllable is formed in 
almost the same way as third-class (हह्वातदद) presents:

Stem formation.

The reduplicating syllable must be light.

मचिककीरर्तुतर
जह्वाररममिच्छतर मजिजह्वासरत

The suffix saN is conjugated like a sixth-class (ररदह्वातदद) verb. The stem 
does not change, because it is a thematic conjugation, but the suffix 
saN triggers reduplication.

(The roots √मिह्वानन, √बधन, √दह्वानन, and √शह्वानन are exceptions: see right.)

No velars, aspirates, or conjuncts are allowed.
The vowels r ̥, rrr, a, and ā reduplicate with i.
In some roots, the reduplication merges with the 
root syllable; see right.

[3.1.6]

Root Syllable. The root generally stands in the zero 
grade before saN. 

The marker N indicates that the 
form has an accent on the initial 
syllable. [6.1.197]

Some verbs take the augment iṬ, which generally 
requires guṇaḥ.

Roots that begin with a consonant, end with a consonant other than 
y or v, and contain a medial i or u, optionally take zero grade instead 
of guṇaḥ. [1.2.26]

A few roots (√रुदन, √तविदन, √मिररन, √ग्रहन, √स्वपन, √प्रछन ) necessarily take zero 
grade and saṁprasāraṇaṁ if possible, with or without iṬ. [1.2.8]

Verbs ending in a vowel, as well as √हनन and √गमिन, are 
lengthened.

-rr/-rrr lengthens to -īr.
[6.4.16] √शर शरशशररत

√कक मचिककीरर्तुतर

√तविदन तवितवितदरतर

√तलिखन तलितलिखखरतर, तलिलितखखरतर

Retroflexion of an initial s happens only if the s of 
the suffix is not retroflexed. [8.3.61]

Initial palatals generally become velars. [7.3.57]

√मसचिन मसमसक्षतर √स्वपन सरररप्सतर

√ग्रहन मजिघकक्षतर

√मचिरन मचितकत्सतर √मजि मजिगगीरतर

… or to -ūr after labials. √मिक मिरमिशरर्तुतर

The roots √दह्वा, √धह्वा, √मिगी, √मिह्वा, √शकन , √परन, √पदन, √रभन, 
and √लिभन form a “collapsed” desiderative stem by 
rejecting reduplication and replacing the vowel of 
the root with i. (√आपन with ī.) [7.4.54]

√शकन मशक्षतर √धह्वा मधत्सतर

Nominal forms.
Agent Nouns. By adding -su- to the 
verbal stem to which the desiderative 
suffix saN is added, an nominal form 
referring to the agent is produced, 
which can be inflected in all three 
genders:

तविमजिगगीररद one who wishes to conquer
बरभरक्षकद one who wishes to eat

Action Nouns. By adding -sā- to the 
verbal stem to which the desiderative 
suffix saN is added, a feminine noun 
referring to the action is produced:

तविमजिगगीरह्वा the desire to conquer
बरभरक्षह्वा the desire to eat, hunger
मजिघकक्षह्वा the desire to seize, greed
भगीभत्सह्वा the desire to stop, disgust
जिरगरप्सह्वा the desire to avoid, loathing

√भश बरभशरतर
√कक मचिककीरर्तुतर
√पह्वा तपपह्वासतर
√भरजिन बरभरक्षरत
√गमिन मजिगममिरतर
√शर शरशशररत
√जह्वा मजिजह्वासरत

√मिनन मिगीमिह्वामांसरत
√स्वपन सररप्सतर
√ग्रहन मजिघकक्षतर
√प्रछन तपपकक्षतर

√दह्वा तदत्सतर
√लिभन तलिप्सतर
√रभन ररप्सरत
√मिह्वा ममित्सतर

वररन- √पदन वरखत्पित्सतर

√बरधन बरभरत्सतर
√मभदन तबमभत्सतर
√जह्वा मजिजह्वासतर

√आपन ईप्सतर

√जह्वा+मणिचिन जगीप्सतर

√विसन तविवित्सतर
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