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These are a set of sdtras (short sentences
Intended to be memorized) that generate the

speech-sounds of the Sanskrit language.
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L Sivasutrani
77 THE SIVASUTRAS

They are popularly called the Sivasitras (or,
equivalently, the Mahésvarasutras) because
legend holds that the god Siva revealed them
to Panini, the author of the earliest surviving

Sanskrit grammar.
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They are also called aksarasamamnayah, “the
traditional recitation (samamnayah) of speech

sounds (aksara-).”
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They are organized as follows:

* one or more speech-sounds (in the case of
consonants, they are followed by the vowel a);

* one “index sound” (anubandhah).

This pattern repeats fourteen times.
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7. THE SIVASUTRAS

The principle of the Sivasatras is forming
pratyaharas, which are very short words consisting
of (a) one speech-sound, and (b) one index sound.
These words then represent all of the speech-
sounds between the initial speech-sound and the

index-sound. IIaksE
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Hence from the first satra:

a i uN

We can form the following sets:

eaN={a,l,u}
*iN={i,u}
*uN={u}
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Hence from the first satra:
a i uN

We can form the following sets ( + long vowels):
eaN={a,alI,1,u0}
*IN={1i,T,u,0}

*uN={u, 0} TE=d]
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To refer to a vowel of a given length (long or short),
Panini uses the special index-sound T. Hence:

«aT ={a} (hotal)

«aT={a} (notal)
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halL
consonants
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yaN
semivowels

O 2 X2

No mo N n n. M
jh. bho N
gho dh= dho S
jv b: g+ do do S
cho tho tha c ta to V
K po Y
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saR
sibilants
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jhaL
obstruents
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voiced stops
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Now we can understand the first sdtra of Panini’'s

grammar, the Astadhyayr (Eight Chapters).
vrddhiradaic (1.1.1)
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Now we can understand the first sdtra of Panini’'s

grammar, the Astadhyayr (Eight Chapters).
vrddhih aT-aiC (1.1.1)
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77 THE SIVASUTRAS

Now we can understand the first sdtra of Panini’'s

grammar, the Astadhyayr (Eight Chapters).
vrddhih aT-aiC (1.1.1)

“The sounds encompassed in the
sets &T (= &) and aiC (= al, au) are
called by the technical term vrddhih.”
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