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sandhih

COMBINATION OF SOUNDS
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sandhih

COMBINATION OF SOUNDS

Sandhih means “putting together.” It refers
to the changes that sounds undergo when
they are put together (samhita-) in speech.
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sandhih

COMBINATION OF SOUNDS

All languages have sandhi phenomena of
some sort:

 cat-s = [k"aets]
« dog-s — [dDogz]
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But Sanskrit, unlike most other languages,
IS written exactly as it is pronounced, and
therefore all sandhi changes are reflected in
writing. Hence its reputation for intimidating
sandhi rules.
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TYPES OF SANDHI

“Internal sandhi’

This refers to changes that take place within
a word, for example when two morphemes
come together:

ap + nu + antt = apnuvanti

| |

(verbal root) (ending)

(present stem forming suffix) "3@. l'
N
N

sanskrit at uchicago




TYPES OF SANDHI

“External sandhi’

This refers to changes that take place
between phonological words, i.e., where
one word ends and another begins.

tat # eva — tad # eva
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TYPES OF SANDHI

Many of the same phenomena occur in both
categories. But there are some important
differences:

« Scope

« Morphological sensitivity

« Exceptions
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{32} TYPES OF SANDHI

For the first several weeks of this course, we will
mostly ighore external sandhi. That is, we will
treat each word as if it is final within an
utterance. This is called the pausa form of a
word. We will represent this convention with a
dot (-). We will not be applying the rules that
generally govern the changes of sounds at word
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Note: In presenting the words in this way, we
are actually applying a form of external sandhi
(because treating words as if they occur at the
end of an utterance is still treating them as if
they occur in an utterance). More on this later.
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{321 TYPES OF SANDHI
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It is customary to present sentences in their
post-sandhi (or samhita) form, although
technically the application of sandhi between
words is optional, and texts with word division
(padapathah or “word-by-word recitations”) have
often been used for pedagogical purposes.
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TYPES OF SANDHI

samhita form:

apa tvagné divedive dosavastar dhiya vayim

(Rgvéda 1.1.7)
padapathah form:

apa - tva - agné - dive-divé - dosavastah - dhiya - vayim
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TYPES OF SANDHI

samhitaikapadé nitya nitya dhatupasargayoh ~
nitya samase vakye tu sa vivaksam apeksate ~~
(Siddhantakaumudi)
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TYPES OF SANDHI

“External sandhi’

—» Hiatus avoidance

~—» Assimilation
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TYPES OF SANDHI

“Internal sandhi’

—» permitted finals

—» retroflexion (incl. RUKI/NATI)

—» (Grassmann’s Law

—» vowels at morpheme boundaries
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PERMITTED FINALS

This is a topic that actually involves both internal
and external sandhi.

INTERNAL: Elimination of contrasts and conjuncts at
the end of a word.

EXTERNAL: Change of sand rto h.
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PERMITTED FINALS

A word in Sanskrit can only end in one (or at
most two) of a relatively small set of sounds:

VOWELS: aaliiruuréaioau
CONSONANTS: Knttnpmsr

See Adhyayanavidhih for how this constraint is applied.
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PERMITTED FINALS

Furthermore, external sandhi requires that sor r
are changed to visargah at the end of an
utterance. Hence, when words are cited as if
they are final in an utterance (as | often cite
them in these lessons), h will appear in place of
a word-final s or r.
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PERMITTED FINALS

punar - punah -
muhur = muhuh -
ramas - ramah -
laksmis — laksmih -
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PERMITTED FINALS

na - kevalam - yah - mahatah - apabhasate -
srnoti - tasmat - api - yah - sah - papabhak -

(Kumarasambhavah 5.83)

na kévalam yo mahato ‘pabhasatée
srnoti tasmad api yah sa papabhak

[E=A]]

sanskrit at uchicago







	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

