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karakani
SEMANTIC ROLES
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A sentence can be thought of as a
description of an action (kriya-). Any action
will have a number of factors (karaka-) that
one may wish to include in the description.
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Déevadatta brings the cow.
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Déevadatta brings the cow.

action
(kriya-)
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~ karakam
), SEMANTIC ROLES

Déevadatta brings the cow.

agent
(kartf-)
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- karakani
3 SEMANTIC ROLES

Déevadatta brings the cow.

patient
(karman-)
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These factors, or semantic roles, are
abstract categories that can appear in the
“surface structure” in different ways.
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We need to be careful to distinguish:

« semantics (abstract roles)

« morphology (case suffixes)

« syntax (argument structure of the verb)
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kamkam
2 SEMANTIC ROLES
Active (agent-oriented) syntax:

Déevadatta brings the cow.

SEMANTIC agent action patient
o (kartr-) (kriya-) (kdrman-)
| SYNTACTIC - _
% ARGUMENT: subject [verb] object
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kamkam
2 SEMANTIC ROLES
Active (agent-oriented) syntax:

dévadatto nayati gam.

SEMANTIC agent action patient
o (kartr-) (kriya-) (kdrman-)
| SYNTACTIC - _
% ARGUMENT: subject [verb] object

nominative accusative "g@i ”

CASE:
pral‘hama dVItIya sanskrit at uchicago




Passive (patient-oriented) syntax:

The cow is brought by Dévadatta.

SEMANTIC patient action agent
ROLES: (karman-) (kriyé-) (kartf-)
SYNTACTIC - :
' ARGUMENT: subject [verb] [oblique]
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Passive (patient-oriented) syntax:

gaur niyate devadattena.

SEMANTIC patient action agent
ROLES: (karman-) (kriyé-) (kartf-)
SYNTACTIC - :
' ARGUMENT: subject [verb] [oblique]

CASE: nominative instrumental "g@iu

prathamé t[tfyé_l sanshkrit at uchicago




The agent and the patient, the most
iImportant semantic roles, are generally
mapped onto the core arguments of a verb.

. agent = Kkartf- (karta)
 patient = karman- (karma)
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Sanskrit grammarians recognize four other
semantic roles besides agent and patient.

These are more regularly associated with
specific case forms (vibhaktayah).
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Recipient = sarfipradana- (sampradanam)

He gives a cow to the teacher.
upadhyayaya - gam - dadatsi

dative
caturthi
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Instrument = karana- (karanam)

He cuts with an axe.
parasuna - chinatti

instrumental
trtiya
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Location = adhikarana- (adhikaranam)

He sits on a mat.
katé - aste

Iocative_,
saptami
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Source = apadana- (apadanam)

He comes from the village.
gramat - agacchati

ab[_ative_,
pancami
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Agent = kartf- (karta)

Patient = karman- (karma)

Recipient = sarfipradana- (sampradanam)
Instrument = karana- (karanam)
Location = adhikarana- (adhikaranam)
Source = apadana- (apadanam)
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