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NASAL PRESENTS

Snu-SnaM-u-Snah i YAYAT:
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We’ll now introduce the remaining classes of
present stems — classes 5, 7, 8, and 9. We
can group them together as “nasal presents”
because all of them form the present stem
with a suffix (or infix) that involves a nasal
(i.e., the sound n).
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Class 5 is called &@iea0T: because the first root is
Vg “press.” It is formed by adding the present-
stem forming suffix (f9&XTT:) 9 to the verbal root.

This suffix takes ¥0T: in the strong forms.
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#cmssss 5 AND 8

Root Weak stem Strong stem

“press” ﬂa_ 7\3’:[[_
“obtain” 33|'|H_ 3THT-

“be able” f@_ ehl-

(@ (eI

“pile” 1=d- T -l-
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The verb Vg behaves in the present system as if
it was v« :
Root Weak stem Strong stem

\

\/-g “hear” 91121'_ PiU -
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The internal sandhi of the suffix nu In this class
calls for some comment. Generally we would
expect nu to become nv before a vowel, and this

IS what happens in some verbs:

\/]"\ (@nN C (@ C

o “pile” M|d + Hl=d = THdl<
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\/-33|T‘1 “obtain”

the same contents:

\/_w “be able” ?I_@'_ 3

MY + i~

C -

SRR

“C

3T

&
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VIR “pile” %I_g’ + H: = ==
\/-g ‘press” Hd + 1 = A
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Class 8 (a-i<¥Tut: from Vad “stretch”) is exactly

the same as class 5, except that (for technical
reasons) the suffix is considered to be u rather
than nu.
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In most cases this is just because the nasal of
the suffix is analyzed as the final nasal of the

verbal root:

Root Weak stem Strong stem
Y
\/%F-L “stretch” dd- ddT-

Full grade: tan (*ten)

Zero grade: ta (*tn) *tn-nu- *tn-neu- l'ggiil
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But u is also the suffix for the irregularly-formed verb V&

“do,” which is among the most common verbs in Sanskrit
(note the difference in the root vowels!):

Root Weak stem Strong stem
N T2 F -
TELE=d]]
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CI.ASSES SANDS8

Because the sign of the present (u) is preceded by a

single consonant, that sign is dropped in the first person
dual and plural (recall Vci and Vsu):

VE o T 4 T
F& + T

(ﬂa (ﬁd
* e L 2R 4
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The endings of fifth- and eighth-class verbs you already
know. They are identical to the endings of the second
class, except that the third person plural
atmanépadam forms (both present and imperfect) do

not have a nasal:

C

AhAd  “they did”
W “they press” ”§@E ”
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3rd

2nd

1st

sg.
kar-o-ti
kar-0-si

kar-0-mi

kur-u-té
kur-u-sé

kur-v-e

du.
kur-u-tah
kur-u-thah

kur-vah

kur-v-até
kur-v-athé

kur-vahé

present tense of vkr “do”

pl.
kur-v-anti
kur-u-tha

kur-mah

kur-v-ate
kur-u-dhvé

kur-mahe
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3rd

2nd

1st

sg. du. pl.
a-kar-o-t a-kuru-tam a-kur-v-an
a-kar-0-h a-kur-u-tam a-kur-u-ta

a-kar-av-am a-kur-va a-kur-ma

a-kur-u-ta a-kur-v-atam a-kur-v-ata
a-kur-u-thah  a-kur-v-atham a-kur-u-dhvam

a-kur-v-i a-kur-vahi a-kur-mahi

imperfect tense of Vkr “do” ” g@E ”
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Class 7 (®Tie3TaT: from V&9 “block”) is a nasal

infix present. That means the present stem is
formed:

by adding -n- between the final vowel and the
final consonant of the root in the weak forms.

by adding -na- between the final vowel and the
final consonant of the root in the strong forms.
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;-:,;;.,A;CLAssss 7 AND 9

Hence we have the following forms:

Root Weak stem Strong stem

\/:55{ “block” &g GUT-
\[%l'ﬁ[ “distinguish” ]%i‘li[. [RTY-
fém.

* note NATI
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Note that you’ll have to pay attention to internal
sandhi, and specifically assimilation, since all of

these roots end In a consonant!

\/:ﬂTT[ join ﬂ"ll?") ﬂ%
V&Y booe BTG &
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Class 9 (SITGTUT: from V&t “buy”) is formed:

by adding -ni- (before consonants) or -n- (before
vowels) after the root in the weak forms.

by adding -na- after the root in the strong
forms.
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Root
e
VI

“buy”

“knOW”

“bind”

“grasp”

4 CLASSES 7 AND 9

Weak stem

(e a

Hence we have the following forms:

Strong stem

o

gl
SIGIE

THT-

UE,T_

* note NATI

* note
NATI
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In fact, class 9 Is also, historically, a nasal infix present,

for roots that ended in a laryngeal consonant in Indo-

European:
Root Weak stem Strong stem
£ ~kvreihz “buy’ “kwri-n-ha- “KWri-né-ha-
*\gnehs “know” *gn-n-hs- *gn-né-hs-

*Vbrend" “bind”

*\g"rebhz “grasp” "g"rb-n-ha- grbrne-ha- ll§@= ”
Q
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3rd

2nd

1st

sg. du. pl.

ja-na-ti ja-ni-tah ja-n-anti
ja-na-si ja-ni-thah ja-ni-tha
ja-na-mi ja-ni-vah ja-ni-mah
ja-ni-té ja-n-ate ja-n-ate
ja-ni-sé ja-n-athé ja-ni-dhvé
ja-n-€ ja-ni-vdhé  ja-ni-méhé

present tense of Vjiia “know” ” g@E ”
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3 a-ja-na-t a-ja-ni-tam a-ja-n-an

2" a-ja-na-h a-ja-ni-tam a-ja-ni-ta

1% a-ja-na-m a-ja-ni-va a-ja-ni-ma

31 a-ja-ni-ta a-ja-n-atam a-ja-n-ata

2™ a-ja-ni-thah  a-ja-n-atham  a-ja-ni-dhvam

18 a-ja-n-i a-ja-ni-vahi a-ja-ni-mahi

imperfect tense of Vjiia “know” ” g@E ”
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Since this presentation completes our survey of the ten

present classes, we can review them briefly:

Vbhii  bhéava- becomes
4 -ya- Vdiv  divya- gambles
6 -&- Vtud  tudé- strikes
10 -4ya- Veur  coraya- steals
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[reduplication]
- nc_)_
-na-

_O_

_né_

vid

vhu
Vi

Vrudh
Vkr

VKT

ju-hu-
Ci-nu-
ru-n-dh-

kur-u-

Kri-ni-

ju-ho-
ci-no-
ru-na-dh-

kar-0-

kri-na-

knows

offers
piles
steals

does

buys
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