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We've already seen one type of nominal form
whose stem ends in n, namely, possessive
adjectives formed with the suffix -in- (e.g.,
yogl, ball, etc.). Those adjectives have a
single stem throughout the paradigm.
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By contrast, most other stems ending in n have
different strong and weak forms:

« strong: -an-

» weak: -n- (before vowels), -a- (before consonants)
Although in some cases, when a consonant conjunct
precedes it, the weak stem is -an- before vowels.
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Note that the variation between -n- and -a- in the
weak forms is (underlyingly) a sandhi phenomenon:

Indo-European *CnC — Sanskrit CaC
Indo-European *CnV — Sanskrit CnV
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1%) raja rajanah

nominative Z .
, rajanau )
rajanam rajhah

rajabhih

avitiya (2"
accusative

frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4")
dative

Q)i
St
Q1

raj

rajabhyam

ﬂ
ml\
=t
(O]

rajabhyah

parncami (5)
ablative

- rajfiah
sasthi (6") : Z.no
genitive . rajnam

saptami (7")

locative rajni, rajant rajasu

ydh z. L. — L.
sambodhanar rajan rajanau rajanah

Inflection of rgjan- “king” (masc.) ”g@i”
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

raja ] rajanah
) rajanau .
rajanam rajhah

prathama (1%
nominative
avitiya (2"
accusative

frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4")
dative

rajabhih

ﬂ
Qi
S
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rajabhyam

q
Qi
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(]!

rajabhyah

parncami (5)
ablative

(6" rajiiah

sasthi L,

genitive (Aiash rajnam

saptami (7") FaiRi. raiani Jjnot z,
locative jni, rajani rajasu
mboédhanam z. z,_ z.-

> Vgggtieea rajan rajanau rajanah

Inflection of rgjan- “king” (masc.) ”g@i”
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

raja , rajanah
) rajanau .
rajanam rajnah

prathama (1%
nominative
avitiya (2"
accusative

frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4")
dative

rajabhih

ﬂ
ml\
St
Q1

rajabhyam
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rajabhyah

parncami (5)
ablative P

N

i (6 rajnah
sasthi Z.o o
genitive . rajnam
saptami (7")
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Inflection of rgjan- “king” (masc.) ”g@i”
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
atm

prathama (1% atmanah

nominative
avitiya (2"
accusative

frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4™
dative

Q1N

, atmanau
atmanam atmanah

Q1
—
3
Q-
>
Q1

atmabhih

atmabhyam

Qi
—
3
QN
>
(¢]

atmabhyah

paricami (5™)
ablative

sasihi (67 atmanah
] ) I z : 2
genitive étmén(_)h atmanam
saptam (7") atmani ' atmasu
locative

sambodhanam

vocative atman atmanau atmanah

Inflection of atman- “self” (masc.) ”g@i”
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singular dual plural
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locative
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Inflection of atman- “self” (masc.) ”g@i”
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1%
nominative z z -z _ .
— nama namani, namni namani
avitiya (2"

accusative
frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4™
dative

namna namabhih

namné namabhyam ,
namabhyah

paricami (5™)
ablative

i (6" namnah
sasthi z _
genitive namnam
namnoh

= (=7th z . Zz . z
saptami (77) namni, ndmani namasu

locative

sambodhanam z z 2 _ .

Inflection of naman- “name” (neut.) ”g@i”
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1%
nominative - z -z _ .
— nama namni, namani namani
avitiya (2"

accusative
frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4")
dative

namna namabhih

namné namabhyam ,
namabhyah

parncami (5)
ablative

namnah

/4

T th
sasthr (67) namnam

genitive namnah
saptam (7°) namni, namani ' :
locative ) 2l namasu

sambodhanam z z -z _ .
vocative nama namni, namanil Nnamani

Inflection of naman- “name” (neut.) ”g@i”
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

janma janmani janmani

prathama (1%
nominative
avitiya (2"
accusative

frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4™
dative

janmana janmabhih

janmané janmabhyam
janmabhyah

paricami (5™)
ablative

e janmanah
sasthi E 3
asnie 5 ) janmanam
saptami (7") ianmani janmanon jAnmasu
locative J J

sambodhanam

vocative janma jAnmant jAnmani

Inflection of jgnman- “birth” (neut.) ”g@i”
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
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caturthr (4™
dative
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There are a few nouns that form a “super-weak”
version of the stem, where both the first and the
second syllable go into the zero grade.:

Strong Weak (before C) Weak (before V) Meaning

ydvan-  ylva- yun- “youth”
$van- §Va- $un- “dog”
maghavan- maghavad- maghon- “Indra”
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

yavan yuvanah
yuvanau ]
yuvanam yunah

prathama (1%
nominative
avitiya (2"
accusative

frtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4")
dative

ylna ylvabhih

yliné yGvabhyam
yuvabhyam

parncami (5)
ablative

sasthr (6™) yunah

et / 4 =

genitive T yunam
uno

saptami (7") z . y : ,
locative yuni ylvasu
mboédhanam , - -

Savo&ﬂﬁga yuvan yuvanau yuvanah

Inflection of yuvan- “youth” (masc.) ”g@i”
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Note that rajan- becomes raja- (i.e., an a-stem noun)
when it comes at the end of a tfatpurusa compound,
e.g., maharaja-.
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Speaking of compounds, remember that bahuvrihi

compounds can change the gender in which a word is

inflected, so you can see forms such as:

e Sugrhita-nama (masc.nom.sg.) “one whose name is
taken with great respect”

« bahu-janmanam (masc.acc.sg.) “one who has
undergone many births”
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There are no feminine nouns ending in n, but when
you need a feminine form (for instance in a
compound), you generally use 1 on the weak stem:

e rajni “queen”
« sunamni “well-named”
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