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THE FUTURE TENSE

Sanskrit has a few ways of expressing the fact that
an action will take place in the future relative to the
time at which the statement is made.
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THE FUTURE TENSE

The present tense is often used to express an
action in the immediate future:

T3 drad
I'll go right now.
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THE FUTURE TENSE

We also use a different tense/mood to express
potential occurrences in the future, namely, the
optative (/in):

T 9Yq
| might go.
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THE FUTURE TENSE 3.3.13

But for actions in the future we typically use a
special future tense.

Sanskrit actually has two future tenses, called /ut
and Irt. We'll talk about /ut in a separate
presentation. For now we’ll focus on Irt, which is
used for the future in general.
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THE FUTURE TENSE 3.3.13

Lrtis sometimes called the simple future,
sigmatic future, or second future, depending on

the textbook.

lts formation is simple: create a new stem by

adding the stem-forming suffix -sya-, and then

4l add the same endings that are used in the

.| present tense of thematic verbs. IIaksEN
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STEM FORMATION

The future stem is formed by adding -sya- to the
verbal root. There is no distinction between
classes.

The main difficulty in forming the future is that
some verbs take the augment -i- between the
root and the suffix, and other verbs do not.
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STEM FORMATION

Roots that take I

e all roots ending in r or
Roots that do not take

o all roots ending in 4, I, or 1.

Other roots must be memorized. Many roots take
both forms.

# The /, as usual, originates from an earlier laryngeal, but it has

been generalized throughout the language. As time goes on
there is a tendency to form the future with /. llﬂ@i ”
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STEM FORMATION

The root is always going to be in the full grade
or gunah form.

Note that internal sandhi will take place when the
suffix -sya- is added directly to the verbal root:

A&l

i A ar |

a oAl

| il 8
L3 ,‘!: ‘,‘

sanskrit at uchicago



4
©
=
=
=
£5
©
L
=
L
=
©

Roots with I

“become”

vy

BIA[d

“dO”

CIEAIS

“Speak”
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“shine”
“gO”

na



=
o
=
&
=
o=
©
[T
=
]
=
7]

Roots without

&y

QITAId

“give”
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STEM FORMATION

Roots without / [note internal sanadhi!]

Ve

“tie”

“Step”

“milk”

“obtain”

“Speak”
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A very small number of roots do not take gunabh:
(N
“write”
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ENDINGS

Most of the time the endings of the future (parasmaipadam or

atmanépadam) will be exactly the same as those of the present for
any given verb.
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3rd

2nd

1St

du.

(&N

EALCZINE

HIH:

I :

(aNEERaNIN

EIEK|

(eI

DITIY

R IER

future tense of vkr “do”
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PARTICIPLES

You can also form participles from the future stem,
just like present participles:

V& <o R, HICHH-

\/-‘1 “happen” ‘:I'l%l"sq?[-

(a common Sanskrit term for “the future”)
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You might ask: if adding present tense endings to
the future stem gives us the future tense, can we
add imperfect tense endings to the future stem?
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CONDITIONAL

Yes! The form is called the conditional in most
grammars (/rn), and it refers to an action that has not

and will not happen, usually in the context of if—then
statements.

Greek and Latin grammars call these “contrary to fact”
conditionals.

If you know Hindi/Urdu, these are verbal predicates
like yah na thi hamari qismat ki visal-e-yar hota...
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For if the effect did not exist in the cause
i prior to its arising, then it could not be
N effected by anyone. [Ratnakarasanti]
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CONDITIONAL

But you will only see these forms rarely, and optative
forms (/in) are often used in those circumstances
instead.
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