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ENDINGIN -R-

r-antam

NOMINAL STEMS




R-STEMS

We have so far seen nominals stems that end in
vowels (a, a, I, 1, u, U), and a few nominal stems
that end in consonants (n). Remember that stems
iIn n had the peculiarity of ending in n before
vowels and a before consonants.
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R-STEMS

Stems ending in r are like those in n, in that the
stem will end in a vowel or a consonant depending
on the following sound:

» following vowel: -r-

- following consonant: -r- (mostly)
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R-STEMS

Like n-stems, r-stems also differentiate between a
weak and a strong stem. But there are actually
two types of r-stems, which form their strong
stems in different ways:

Weak stem Strong stem
pitf- pitar-
kartf- kartar-
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R-STEMS

Like n-stems, r-stems also differentiate between a
weak and a strong stem. But there are actually
two types of r-stems, which form their strong
stems in different ways:

Weak stem Strong stem
piti- pitdr- <— gunah
datf- datar- <— viddhin
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R-STEMS

This difference continues different types of r-stems in
Proto-Indo-European, namely, those ending in *-er (mostly
nouns of relationship) and those ending in *-or (mostly
agent nouns):

Weak stem Strong stem
“phatr- *phater-
*dehstr- *dehstor-
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R-STEMS

We'll start with the first type (gunah-strengthening), which
IS common in nouns of relation:

Weak stem Strong stem Meaning
piti- pitar- father
matf- matar- mother
bhratr- bhratar- brother

e 3 2
R o

8> \: sanskrit at uchicago
LS |



ékavacanam avivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1) o £ "y
nominative pita 44 pitarah
P pitarau
avitiya (2n) 2 "
accusative pitaram pitrn

na e pitra pitfbhih

 ative pitré pitfbhyam

pitrbhyah

pancami (5')
ablative

- pituh
sasthi (6™) . - Z
genitive p'tmam

- pitrd h
th e s . O —_
S eive pitari pitfsu

T ocative pitar pitarau pitarai

. r {. Inflection of pitf- “father” (masc.) llﬂ@i ”
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ékavacanam avivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1) - ny
nominative pita 44 pitarah
P pitarau
avitiya (2n) ny Lz
accusative pitaram pitrn

na e pitra pitfbhih

 ative pitré pitfbhyam

pitrbhyah

pancami (5')
ablative

- pituh
sasthi (6™) . - Z
genitive p'tmam

- pitrd h
th e s . O —_
S eive pitari pitfsu

T ocative pitar pitarau pitarai

. r {. Inflection of pitf- “father” (masc.) llﬂ@i ”
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ékavacanam avivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1) sy X ny
nominative pita 44 pitarah
P pitarau
avitiya (2n) ny Lz
accusative pitaram pitrn

na e pitra pitfbhih

 ative pitré pitfbhyam

pitrbhyah

pancami (5')
ablative

- pituh
sasthi (6™) . - Z
genitive p'tmam

- pitrd h
th e s . O —_
S eive pitari pitfsu

T ocative pitar pitarau pitarai

. r {. Inflection of pitf- “father” (masc.) llﬂ@i ”
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R-STEMS

Note that the nhominative singular (of both the masculine
and the feminine) ends in -3, like n-stems.

If you want you can think of this as compensatory
lengthening:
*pitars — *pitar = *pita (Szemerényi's Law)
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

P mnative pita o pitarah
dvitiya (2) 4 pitarau it
accusative prtaram pitrn
inlg%fn(grr}dt)al pltré pltfbhlh
) pitre pitfbhyam N
pancami (5") plt[bhyah

ablative pltl] h

enitive ' N pitfnam
saptami (7" o PItro I L,

locative pitari plt[SU

pitar pitarau pitarah

. r | Inflection of pitf- “father” (masc.) llﬂ@i ”

sanskrit at uchicago



R-STEMS

A few other pecularities:
« the gen./abl. sg. ends in -uh!
(probably from original *-rs)
« the loc. sg. has the full grade (gunah)
» the acc. pl. is -rn (*-rns), not **-rah
o the gen. pl. has an intrusive -n- borrowed from n-stems

i S
I

(3 \’ sanskrit at uchicago
5 4



R-STEMS

Feminine stems are inflected exactly like
masculine stems, with the exception of the
accusative plural.
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prathama (1)
nominative
avitiya (2n)
accusative

trtiya (3)
instrumental

caturthi (4™
dative

pancami (5")
ablative

sasthi (6")
genitive

saptami (7t")
locative

sambédhanam
vocative

ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

mata
mataram
matra

matré

matuh

matari

matar

Inflection of matf- “mother” (fem.)

matarah
matarau ]
matrh
matfbhih
matrbhyam
matrbhyah
matfnam
matré h
matrsu
matarau matarah
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R-STEMS

The second group (viddhih-strengthening) is inflected
exactly like the first group, except that their strong
forms have -ar- instead of -ar- (the loc. sg. is still -ar-).

This group includes agent nouns ending in -tr, as well
as a few nouns of relationship (naptr- “grandson” [Lat.
nepos] and svasr- “sister” [Lat. soror]).
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

Do data - datérah
Rocteative dataram datin
netrmenta datra datfbhih
catre 4 datré datfbhyam ]
paricamr (5) d atfb hyah
S::;/j'n:;h) datdn datrnam

genitive détrc_), h o s

T catne datari | datfsu

datar datarau datarah

. r Inflection of datf- “giver” (masc.) llﬂ@i ”
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
prathama (1)

nominative svasa o svasarah
dvitiya (27) o Svasarau b
accusative svasaram sSvasrr

w3 rd , - , .
et menta svasra svasrbhih

caturti (4%) SVasré svasrbhyam

svasrbhyah

pancami (5")
ablative

sasthi (6" svasuh

genitive o SVéSfDém
saptami (7") . svasroh ,
locative svasari SVasrsu

sambodhanam svasar svasarau $vasarah

. r Inflection of svasr- “sister” (fem.) llﬁ@i ”
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R-STEMS

These agent nouns ending in -fr-, formed from a
gunah or full grade of the root, can be considered
adjectives, and they can be used in all three genders.
However, the feminine forms are usually made with
the suffix 7, and the neuter forms have a slightly
differently inflection:

Masculine Neuter Feminine

SN datt- datf- (see next)  datri- I2EE
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

datf datini datrni

prathama (1)
nominative

avitiya (2m)
accusative

RUGASWINN  datra, datf na datfbhih

caturthi (4") datré, datf né  datfbhyam
dative o = ° détfbhyah

pancami (5')
ablative

datdh, datf nah
saptamr (7*) =L L —az datro h! de_ft UC_)I'_ _ .,
P datari, datf ni dattsu

Rl datar, datr datfni datini

r | Inflection of datr- “giver” (neut.) llﬂ@i ”
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sasthi (6")

genitive datrnam




R-N-STEMS

Finally we should mention a handful of somewhat
irregular nouns that form some cases from a stem in
-r- (in some cases other consonants) and others
from a stemin -n-.

The most common of these in classical Sanskrit is
ahar-/ahan- “day.” Please see Whitney’s Grammar
for other examples from the earlier language.
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ékavacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

ahah ahani, ahni ahani

prathama (1)
nominative

avitiya (2m)
accusative

trtrya (3 z = 2 =
inétr}ljm(ent)al ahna ahobhih

caturti (4%) ahneé ahobhyam

ahobhyah

pancami (5")
ablative

sasthi (6") ahnah

genitive ahnam

saptami (7%) T ahnoh ,
ﬁ)cative ahanl, ahni ahahSU

sambodhanam z
vocative d h ah

. r Inflection of ahar- “day” (neut.) llﬂ@i ”
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