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The imperative is a mood. In contrast to the
indicative, which is used to describe (or ask
questions about) events which are imagined as
happening (or already happened, or about to
happen), the imperative is used to give
commands.
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You can recognize the imperative in English
because it's the only mood where it's grammatical
in Standard English to drop the subject:

Go!
Think about it.
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In Sanskrit, the imperative is represented by a
special set of endings. These endings are added
to the present stem, so the imperative is one of
the tense-moods (lakarah) that forms part of the
present system of verbs.
S In Proto-Indo-European, it was probably possible to use

imperative endings also with other stems, associated with

different aspects (aorist and perfect). But these were always
rare, even in the earliest Sanskrit texts.
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In fact the imperative endings are a bit of a mash-
up. There are dedicated endings for the second
and third person, but the paradigm is completed,
In the first person, by forms of the subjunctive
(/éf), a form used for the future in Vedic Sanskrit
but no longer used in classical Sanskrit.
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Note that imperatives are used in all three
persons in Sanskrit. First-person imperatives are
used where English would use “let me...” or “let
us...,” and third-person imperatives are used
where English would use “let him...” or “he
must...” or “he is to...” (etc.).
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The (non-first-person) endings of the imperative
are secondary, that is, they are similar to the
endings of the imperfect (distinguished, in some
cases, only by the fact that the imperative does
not have an augment):

Sts{d od

You (pl.) spoke. Speak! ks
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But there are always special imperative endings in
the second person singular, and in the third person

singular and plural.

If the stem changes, the strong stem is only used Iin
the first person (the old subjunctive) and the third
person singular parasmaipadam. All other forms are

weak (including the 2™ sg. parasmai.!) llﬂ@"'ll
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The third person parasmaipadam (both singular
and plural) simply uses u where the present

indicative uses /. Note that only the singular uses
the strong stem:

LIy ST
He speaks. Let him speak! Irakssl
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The third person parasmaipadam (both singular
and plural) simply uses u where the present

indicative uses /. Note that only the singular uses
the strong stem:

Rl CER!
They speak. Let them speak! IIaksEN
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In the atmanépadam, the endings are -tam and
-(n)tam in the third person singular and plural:

-

o 1T

He speaks. Let him speak!
“\

EER| S[AdTH

They speak. Let them speak! IIaksEN
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The most variation is found in the second
person singular endings. But these are still
quite straightforward:

atmanepadam: -sva everywhere.

W HUA
Speak! Think! Ei=dl]
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parasmaipadam:
- In all the thematic classes, the ending is zero:

Hdq h Y
Become!  Telll IIaksEN
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parasmaipadam:

- In the athematic classes, the ending is
generally hi after a vowel and dhi after a
consonant, in both cases following the weak
stem:

R TRk SR
Go! Leaveitl Know! 2k
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parasmaipadam:

- In the athematic classes, the ending is
generally hi after a vowel and dhi after a
consonant, in both cases following the weak
stem:

Milk! Know! Join! IIaksEN
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parasmaipadam:
- In a few cases the form is irregular:

g Bel (Vg
%\Il% Place! (V&)

N N

Qlg  Givel (vVan
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parasmaipadam:
- fifth and eighth class roots take zero:

$& Dol (Va)
JU] Listen! (v #)
gd  Press! (vVg) Irakssl
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parasmaipadam:
- ninth class roots ending in a consonant use
the ending -ana:

&IVl  Take! (\/;@
g Tie! (Ve
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The first person endings always take the
strong form of the stem, if one exists, and they
always have the same endings (-ani, -ava, -
ama, -ali, -avahai, -amahai).

[ FEMT (Vo)
[karo-ani]
What am | to do?
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Imperative endings (overview)
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Imperative endings (overview)
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Imperative endings (overview)
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Imperative of vnam ”ﬂ@i ”

sanskrit at uchicaqo




3rd

2nd

1st

Imperative of Vvman

HI~H

H-IeTH

A
A-He
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Imperative of Vas ”ﬂ@i []
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Imperative of Vi "§@E ”

sanskrit at nchicago




Sg. du. pl.

> U F& LR
> 7% FoaH Fod
g EXEIIE] EXEIE] EXEIL
3 FEAH FAAH EELIL
2" & ERIRIE &
o ETC| FATIE FIATHE

Imperative of Vkr ”g@i ”
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Sg. du. pl.

* 331 NG| ag
3 SE ERE| G5
g EEUE! EEE SR
3¢ T ECUSIE EEGIE
2" RS SIS <54
r G EHEE IQME

Imperative of Vda ”g@i ”
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Sg. du. pl.

¥ G| DRI Tewg
: TR T T
18'[

3¢ PEIRIEN PERIE Tadrq

2" & DRI DR
18t A A 2

Ta laldz
Imperative of Vgrah ”g@i”
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There is also an imperative form in -fat (added
to the weak stem) which is used in the sense of
the second person, but it is archaic and rare in
Classical Sanskrit.

Dodld %Cl |,
Do! Say!
(VF) VD) ks
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