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WHAT IS AN ADVERB?

In syntactic terms, an adverb is a word that
modifies:

e averb
o in Sanskrit these are therefore called kriyavisésanani,
“qualifiers of the verbal action.”
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=2 WHAT IS AN ADVERB?

In syntactic terms, an adverb is a word that
modifies:

e a verb
o in Sanskrit these are therefore called kriyavisésanani,
“qualifiers of the verbal action.”
o [an adjective]
o [this is not really its own category in Sanskrit]
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=X WHAT IS AN ADVERB?

Recall that we have already seen several forms
that are adverbial in function, including the
converb, and most uses of the participle, as well
as all of the relative-correlative adverbs
(yadi/tarhi, yathal/tatha, yadaltada, etc.).
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S=2 WHAT IS AN ADVERB?

In morphological terms, adverbs belong to the
larger class of nominals (including nouns and
adjectives). They are often called indeclinables,
because they do not inflect for the categories of
gender, number, and case. That is, given their
adverbial function, their declensional endings do
not change in agreement with anything else in the

sentence. aksEN
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=X WHAT IS AN ADVERB?

But that does not mean that they don't have
gender-number-case endings. In fact, most
adverbs do have declensional endings. Others are
formed by adding special adverbial suffixes to
nominal stems (think of English -ly).
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=2 WHAT IS AN ADVERB?

While adverbs can often be rendered into English
with the adverbial suffix -ly (e.g., happily,
carefully), in many cases you will have to use an
adverbial (or prepositional) phrase.
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The default way to form an adverb in Sanskrit is
to take the accusative singular of a
corresponding nominal form (in the neuter if it is
an adjective or pronoun).

o ¢ N —
S TH HI] T=IX- “lasting a long time”]

# TR I [ sow]
& TR A [FE caretur] 2kt
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The default way to form an adverb in Sanskrit is
to take the accusative singular of a
corresponding nominal form (in the neuter if it is
an adjective or pronoun).

# R A9 He thinks for a long time.

Y

g =% Go slowly!

giey ®Ud - She does it carefully.  [JRSE(
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The default way to form an adverb in Sanskrit is
to take the accusative singular of a
corresponding nominal form (in the neuter if it is
an adjective or pronoun).

K Q’ﬁi q4d: ﬂ'{?’rﬂ n. “pleasure, happines”]
X4 EFTFF E3d HTH: m. “desire’]
K :l?i; ](%’5_@1% 7‘@'_ f. “night” [defunct]] ”Q@E”
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The default way to form an adverb in Sanskrit is
to take the accusative singular of a
corresponding nominal form (in the neuter if it is
an adjective or pronoun).

& TE T9d:  They live happily.
& FH I Do it as you please.
# b fo@ld  He writes by night. IIaksEN
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The default way to form an adverb in Sanskrit is
to take the accusative singular of a
corresponding nominal form (in the neuter if it is
an adjective or pronoun).

# T& dF a8 Why are you standing there?

& dg %I(\a fgivlr%iq Then say something.
ksl
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However, other case-forms are used as well,
including case-forms of stems that are not
otherwise met with (hence they can be considered
“frozen forms”):

# 39 YaRE He teaches loudly.

# = yake He teaches softly.
[instrumentals] IIaksEN
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However, other case-forms are used as well,
including case-forms of stems that are not
otherwise met with (hence they can be considered
“frozen forms”):

& &UH ﬁﬁ“ﬁ She instantly disappeared.

(N

& Iedl ﬂ% He eats by day.
[instrumentals] llﬂ@:’ll
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However, other case-forms are used as well,
including case-forms of stems that are not
otherwise met with (hence they can be considered
“frozen forms”):

# T4 FHICAMH Il do it later.
A&  GHAlQ HU: It broke entirely.
[ablatives] IIaksEN

sanskrit at uchicago




However, other case-forms are used as well,
including case-forms of stems that are not
otherwise met with (hence they can be considered
“frozen forms”):

M DTHHEAAT: Why didn’t you speak?
& & Ydid It falls suddenly.
[ablatives] IIaksEN
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However, other case-forms are used as well,
including case-forms of stems that are not
otherwise met with (hence they can be considered
“frozen forms”):

& TN g=af= They take counsel secretly.
& U qdid It falls immediately.

[locatives] ”§@E il
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=/ SOME COMMON ADVERBS

The following adverbs (mostly frozen accusative
forms) are quite common:

& o
# dcH

excessively, too much
definitely, absolutely

rightly, well

falsely

vainly, in vain (1]
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The following adverbs (mostly frozen accusative
forms) are quite common:

& g quickly

& % quickly

# R soon

& e directly

& T by itself, spontaneouslng@m
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S=/ SPECIAL ADVERBIAL SUFFIXES

Adverbs can also be formed with a number of
special suffixes that convey certain adverbial
meanings.
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=/ -DHA: ADVERBS OF MULTIPLICATION

C

Ueh 99U 9841 99

Though one, the sages speak of it in many ways.
& T In two ways
X AR In a single way
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as/ so
In every way
otherwise

In both ways
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DVERBS OF DISTRIBUTION

TehA: one by one
RAAR: by the hundreds
[IMETR In crowds
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& daql / d<l when/then

& T at all times

& SISl at another time, once
& 9al always

& Tl at one time
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& T elsewhere, in the next world
& T where?
& T4/ A where / there
& A in one place
X ek everywhere
Irakssl
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PLEIEE
LA
SUET
qUEdlq

In front
below

above

after
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-SAT: ADVERBS OF EFFECT

& HHA] to ashes
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We have also already encountered a special
suffix, vat (Panini's vatl), which very freely forms
adverbs of similarity:

& THA] like Rama

# Faq like a dog

K E‘ﬁ?{ like a woman

& PrEsI] like the full moon 2
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In addition to adverbs like anyonyam, parasparam,
itarétaram, which mean “mutually,” “each other,”
there are also rare adverbs with

A U

S BRATPRI hair-to-hair
f T9oEds club-against-club
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One of the most productive suffixes found in
adverbial function — but not limited to this function
— is -tah (underlyingly -tas).
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One of the most common uses of tahis in the
sense of the ablative case:

& qMHd: from the village
& q: from the city
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The ablative sense is particularly common with
pronominal stems:

& Id: after/from/because of which
S dd: after/from/because of that
& Tdq: after/from/because of this
M Ja: after/from/because of what?
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The ablative sense is particularly common with
pronominal stems:

S TqLdd: this way and that, here and
there
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It can have other senses, however, which the
ablative does not normally have, and these can be
considered adverbs:

S IUld: in terms of virtues

& qLId: in reality, in fact

& siea: to start with, in the beginning
S Add: in the end, finally

& ST in front, before ksl

sanskrit at uchicago



It iIs added to a few indeclinable forms to make

local adverbs:

& Tq:
& QHd]:
#  ha:

all around
on all sides
nearby
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