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PROHIBITIONS

In connection with the imperative (/6f), we noted
that you can use the imperative to express a
positive command, but not a negative command
or prohibition (e.g., “don’t make a noise”).
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PROHIBITIONS

The usual way to express a prohibition in Sanskrit
IS to use the special “prohibitive” version of the
negative particle, ma, with an augmentless form
of the aorist (sometimes called an /injunctive verb
form).
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PROHIBITIONS

. a8
]:“' Q | ®q ob | El'l'; [a]-kars-Th, 2™ pers. sing. parasmai. s-aorist

Don’t make a sound!

N ¢ .
Hd HEYT: [a]-marns-thah, 2™ pers. sing. atmane. s-aorist

Don't think this way!
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PROHIBITIONS

1:“- ‘ﬁ [a]-bha-t, 3" pers. sing. parasmai. root aorist

May it not happen! (= “God forbid”)

1:“- .‘m [a]-bha-v-an, 3" pers. pl. parasmai. root aorist

May they not be...
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PROHIBITIONS

In addition to being used to give negative
commands, these expressions are also used Iin
negative purpose clauses:
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PROHIBITIONS

39 UEEl HT Aiaid a9y

That has been said so that this unwanted

consequence does not happen.

(= “May this unwanted consequence not happen”
— with this in mind, that has been said...)
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