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NOMINAL STEMS IN VOWELS (REVIEW)

We have covered a lot of nominal forms (nouns and
adjectives) which have stems ending in vowels:
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déva- (m.), phala- (n.)

séena- (f.)

devi- (f.)

vadhu- (1.)

agni- (m.), vari- (n.), gati- (f.)

guru- (m.), madhu- (n.), dhénu- (f.) llﬂ@ill
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DIPHTHONG STEMS

Note that all of these are simple vowels. Today we
will look at nominal stems that end in diphthongs
(i.e., phonemically bisegmental vowels):
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é: none
ai: rai- “wealth” (f.)

0: go- “cow” (f.)

au: nau- “boat” (f.), dyau- “sky” (m.),

glau- (m.) “moon” ak=ENl
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DIPHTHONG STEMS

Most stems in -ai- or -au- are “reqgular” in that the
regular endings are simply added to the stem, which
varies depending on whether the ending that follows
begins with a vowel (ray-, nav-) or a consonant (ra-,
nau-).
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

ra-h , ray-ah
ray-au
ray-am ray-ah

prathama (1%
nominative
dvitiya (2™
accusative

trtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthr (4™)
dative

ray-a ra-bhih

ray-é ra-bhyam
ra-bhyah

paricami (5™
ablative -

sasthi (6")
genitive
saptamr (7")
locative

sambuddhi
vocative
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rai- f. “wealth” I
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

prathama (1%) 1-
nominative nau h < < h
avitiya (2" nav-am e A
accusative
trtiya (3") - -bhi
instrumental LA nau bhlh
= (7th _ z Zz
catggl;/;\// é4 ) nav-é nau-bhyam
paricami (5™ TRl
ablative -,
i (6" nav-ah
sasthi Av-3
genitive =v-6h nav-am
Nav-0
- th - , U V4
saptami (77) Nav-i nau-su

locative

sambuddhi

vocative nav-ah

nau- f. “ship” 2ksENl

sanskrit at uchicago

D)
Q
Cls
-
-
ml\
i
Q
C




DIPHTHONG STEMS

The stem dyau- is a bit different. It has vowel
gradation, with the viddhih form dyau- in the
strong cases; the remaining forms are made with
the weak stem div- (before vowels) or dyu- (before
consonants).
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prathama (1%)
nominative
dvitiya (2™
accusative

trtiya (3"
instrumental

caturthri (4")
dative

parncami (5")
ablative

sasthi (6")
genitive
saptami (7™
locative

sambuddhi
vocative

éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural

dyau-

dyauh ]
) dyavau
divam, dyam
diva
divé dylbhyam
divah
divoh
divi
dyauh divau, dyavau

m. “sky, heaven, day”

dyavah, divah
dyun, divah
dyubhih

dyubhyah

dyavah, divah
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DIPHTHONG STEMS

Finally we come to the important stem go- “cow,”
which also has vowel gradation:
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éka_vacanam dvivacanam bahuvacanam
singular dual plural
gauh

prathama (1%) gévah

nominative
dvitiya (2™
accusative
trtiya (3")
instrumental

caturthri (4")
dative

, gavau ,
gam gah, gavah

gava gdbhih

gave gdbhyam ,
parficami (5"M) gobhyah
ablative
sasthi (6")
genitive

yd —

gavam

saptami (7™
locative

gavi gésu

sambuddhi

vocative gauh gavau gavah

go- f. "cow” gLl
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INCOMPOUND

Only go- occurs with any frequency as the first
member of a compound, and there it provides some
of the only examples of a “real” sandhi between 0
and a following vowel (most of the time 06 being the
result of an underlying as in visargasandhih).

# gosvam = gO- + asva- “cattle and horses”
# gavistih = go- + isti- “battle-readiness” (lit. the
desire to take cattle in a raid) IIaksEN
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INCOMPOUND

When stems ending in diphthongs occur at the end
of a compound, they are usually shortened to their
simple vowels:

# advi-gu- “one who has two cows”

# bhinna-nu- “one who has broken the boat”
# pra-dyu- “conducing to heaven”
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